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A CAMERON COUNTY RANCH.
The Home of the Armstrongs an Ideal Place in
Which to Live-A Ranch with All Modern Conven
iences and Whose Hospitality is Far Famed.

ANY people of the North and East have an idea that ranch
life in Texas means to live out-of-doors, camping out as it were,
and standing guard at night against the attacks of hostile
Indians and wild animals.
These deluded people get their
ideas from writers of fiction who scribble for so much a line and
who write most about that of which they know least. When once
the deluded ones are prevailed upon to come West and enjoy a touch
of Texas ranch life they are at first nonplussed at finding conditions
so different from what they had expected and then they become
charmed and enchanted. Instead of finding the ranch people living
in jacals and dug-outs they find them enjoying life in large, com
modious houses supplied with every convenience and in which a
hospitality is dispensed that ever afterward forms a pleasant spot in
the visitor's memory.
There are many delightful ranch houses in Southwest Texas
where life is one "glad, sweet song." There is hardly a month in the
year that the owners of these ranch homes are not entertaining house
parties, and their hospitality is more than State-wide. Among these
hospitable ranch homes in the Lower Gulf Coast Country is that of
Major John B. Armstrong, in Cameron County. 1t is known as
"Chicago Ranch" and comprises thousands upon thousands of broad
acres over which countless herds of thoroughbred cattle roam at will.
The ranch house it only two miles from Katherine, a station on the
St. Louis. Brownsville & i\[exico Railroad, seventy-seven miles north
of Brownsville, owned by Major Armstrong, and at which a postoffice
has been establishccl. The ranch house is a large one and for a de
scription of it we will quote from a recent ·writer in the Houston Post:
"Every bed room, and there are many of them, is supplied with
a ba th, the water being brought from an artesian well, of which there
are twcn Ly-one, all A owing, on the ranch.
The water from
these wells. is pure. s\\·cct and clear, and better water cannot be found
anywhere. Some of the \\"ells arc very strong and flow as much as
400 gallons of water each minute. The house is lighted by acetylene
gas and it has telephonic communication with the outside world.
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"To the rear of the house there is perhaps the finest arbor in
Texas, or the South, being 150 feet by 100 feet square, and formed
from two grape vines that were planted by the Major himsel f. The
vines are supported by strong wires strung on heavy cedar posts that
are planted deep in the ground and so arranged that they give the
arbor (there are really two of them) the appearance, or shape, of huge
tents. The leaves are so thick that the sun's rays can not pierce them,
and under them there is always a delightful shade. These vines do not
bear fruit, but nearby, at the west end of the house, there is another
large vine that furnishes an abundance of delicious grapes in the grape
season.
"In front of the house there is a large lake, now being made larger,
and which gets its supply of water from an artesian well.. This lake
is less than a hundred yards distant from the house, and in the winter
season it is an every day occurrence for some member of the family
to sit on the front gallery and shoot wild ducks and geese, which come
there in countless numbers. Wild turkeys are also plentiful on Chi
cago Ranch (that is the name of the ranch) and they, too, are frequently
killed from the front gallery when they come to the lake to get water.
As soon as the lake is enlarged it will be stocked with bass obtained
from the United States fishery at San Marcos and from some of the
other lakes on the ranch, where bass were placed several years ago
and where they have thrived wonderfully well.
"There are many deer on the ranch, but these are se l dom mo
lested, and then only when venison is wanted for the table. There
is no bar to killing coyotes and wild cats, however, and these are shot,
or shot at, whenever the opportunity offers. The coyotes have be
come quite numerous the past few years and Major Armstrong is
thinking of adopting the pl an adopted by Mr. Kleberg of Santa Ger
trudis, to get rid of them; that is, getting several packs of greyhounds
crossed with the Russian stag-hound, and which is the most effective
way of ridding a ranch of annoying pests. And in thus getting rid
of them one can at the same time enjoy some royal sport, as nothing
is more exciting than a wolf chase with the right kind of logs."
Major Armstrong has not disposed of any of his l ancls to farmers
and it is doubtful if he will. He is essentia lly a ranchman; he has
just the pl ace he wants and his chief delight is in raising cattle and
watching them roam the prairies and grow and fallen on nali vc grass
.
until they are ready for the market. He spends most of his lime on his
ranch and with him there are his unmarried children, Miss Julia,
.
Charles Mitchell and Tom. The two first-named have quit school,
but Tom, the youngest, is now at the Slate Universily. I louse
_
parties are almost an every-day thing at the home of the Armstrongs
and pleasure never seems to grow weary at delightful Chicago Ranch.

